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has omitted the most important part of the clause referring to the position of the 
College and State Registration. The full paragraph runs as follows: "The 
Council of the College of Nursing has drafted a 'Nurses Registration Bill,' which 
provides that the Register already formed by the College of Nursing shall be the 
first Register under the Act. If, therefore, you are on the College Register you 
will automatically and without further fee be placed upon the State Register 
when the 'Nurses Registration Bill' is passed." The significance of the omission 
of the first four lines will not escape the notice of your readers, and similarly the 
omission of the inverted commas. The bill which actually did pass was not one 
drafted by any nursing organization, but by the Government, and it was passed 
with the support of all nursing organizations, including the College of Nursing, 
the largest nursing organization in the United Kingdom, representing nearly 
20,000 trained nurses. May I suggest that the writer of the Foreign Department 
when wishing to give any information to your readers concerning the British Col- 
lege of Nursing, should apply to the College itself for particulars, which will al- 
ways gladly be given. I mention this because the British Journal of Nursing in its 
issue of July 31, 1920, made the identical half quotation to which I have taken 
exception, and it would seem, to say the least, unnecessary to quote from other 

sources when first hand authority is available. „ „ „ 

Mary S. Rundle, 

Certificated St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London. 
Secretary, College of Nursing, Ltd. 
Certificate, Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity, New York. 

II. 
Dear Editor: In my simplicity I omitted the first four lines of the paragraph 
above because I thought their meaning was the same as that Gf the last four, — 
not in any way different. Do the first four lines contain a joker? Nurses are 
not skilled in verbal subtleties, and they received, from the whole paragraph, the 
impression that, in paying a fee to the college, they were securing their State 
Registration. Evidently they should have known better. Miss Rundle's letter 
implies that they should have reflected: "Suppose that the 'Nurses Registration 
Bill' promoted by the College does not win, then what about my fee?" At that 
time the Government Bill was not anticipated. There were two rival bills in 
Parliament and the College fully expected theirs to win. But in my former 
article I made no criticism of the College, — I simply referred to the embarrassing 
situation that had arisen. Can that embarrassment be denied? When the Gov- 
ernment Bill passed, involving its own registration fee, were not many nurses 
taken by surprise? Did not many of them write to the College in protest and 
did not some of them demand their money back? Perhaps by this time the College 
may have proceeded on some satisfactory line of adjustment about the fees paid 
under a misunderstanding. If so, we would be interested to know what it has 
done. The British Journal of Nursing, I must add, has more than once published 
the full, complete text of all the College articles, including the paragraph above 

referred to. T . _ _ XT 

Lavinia L. Dock, R.N. 

ALUMNAE ATTENDANCE 
Dear Editor: We so frequently hear members of the various alumnae as- 
sociations in giving an excuse for poor attendance say: "There is no inducement; 
not enough social atmosphere. They are dry, etc." Will some of your readers 
give the seemingly remote definition of a popular, interesting, well attended 
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meeting? Is it to be a playground for the profession, where its members may 
assemble for social reunion to divert themselves by levity and the discussion of 
things foreign, or rather should it be a privilege and an opportunity for a member 
to present herself regularly and keep up with what her chosen and admirable 
vocation is saying for and against her? Never in history was a profession more 
admired or relied upon than ours was during the universal calamities of war 
and epidemic from which we are just emerging. Shall we consign ourselves to 
the practical oblivion of the past or shall we demand admiration in the future? 
If any of us were deprived for a period of one month of the daily newspaper 
so that we were in ignorance of current events, we would consider it a rank 
insult to our intelligence. Yet we willfully neglect, month after month, to attend 
meetings that are called and intended especially for our information and benefit 
and so that we may learn what the profession, which we pledge in our by-laws 
to sustain, is doing for the good of humanity. It is possible to have a better 
stimulus than to know that we are being depended upon to do our part by the 
mother organization, of which we have the honor to be members? Has not each 
individual alumnae association reason to be proud of representation at the con- 
ventions where the problems and progressiveness of our work are ably discussed? 
Is it not a duty to the undergraduate or prospective member, who has high hopes 
and ambition for her diploma and degree of registered nurse, to have an organiza- 
tion of which she will be proud? With these things in mind let us, with the 
New Year, develop new interest and more activities with a firm resolution to 
"make good." I am sure that if each complaining member put into her alumnae 
association just a little bit of "real interest," in return she would receive "real 
pleasure." I do not mean to convey the idea that we should not have social 
diversion at the proper time and place, but our regular meetings are called for 
some business transaction or discussion, and should be held in the place and 
atmosphere, in which we would do earnest work. To quote Theodore Roosevelt, 
"When you work, work hard; and when you play, play hard." 

Pennsylvania E. B. 

JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS BY ALUMNAE ASSOCIATIONS 
Dear Editor: The annual convention of our State Association was held in 
Erie November 9-12 at which time the association went on record as recommend- 
ing that as a memorial to Sophia F. Palmer all alumnae associations of the state 
include in their dues the subscription price of the Journal. We trust that all 
the other states will do likewise, as we feel that this is the only tribute which 
we can pay to Miss Palmer's memory, and that it is what Miss Palmer, herself, 
would most desire. 

Pennsylvania Helen F. Greaney. 

"GOOD WILL TO MEN" 

Dear Editor: In browsing over my Journal, received today, I have just 
finished the editorial, Good Will to Men, and I seized my pen to say I think that 
note should be the one to be sounded in our perplexing professional situation. 
The spirit of cooperation and patient seeking to understand goes so much farther 
than that of antagonism! It has seemed to me of late that we are on the way 
to ruin our professional advance by the attitude some of us are taking toward 
the medical profession and the laity, and a good brave voice is all that is needed, 
to point that out, for us all to follow. We are one; all service is one; and sus- 
picion and discord are destructive but never constructive. 

Colorado M. E. 



